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 2,032 acres
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% of water less 
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59%
Acres less than 15 

feet: 
1,199 acres

Age:
8,000 years old
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Shore Soil Contents:
100% Sand

Weed Line:
14 to 17 feet

Maximum Depth:
75 feet

Elevation:
1.203 feet

Water Clarity: 
12 feet

Public Landing: 
Southwest shore

Width: 
2 miles

Length: 
3 miles
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KEEP LAKE EDWARD HEALTHY

Dues Update
Even with the obstacles encountered 
this year our membership numbers are 
up.  We thank those of you that are 
members of the LECC.  The window 
for becoming a member never closes so 
if you want to become part of this 
vibrant organization mail a check for 
$20.00 to LECC PO Box 134 
Merrifield, MN. 56465. One hundred 
percent of dues go for the 
enhancements to the lake.  Thank you.  

Frozen 
The days are getting shorter, can winter be far 

behind?  In the last 20 years the five earliest 
dates that ice covered the lake were November 
17,19,22,23, and 24.  The latest was December 

18th.

Only One Option  
The Spring annual meeting was held 
virtually.  That was the one and only 
option available this year with Covid 19 
dictating how we do things.  A few very 
minor glitches, but all business was 
conducted and completed successfully. 
The only thing missing was chatting over 
coffee and doughnuts.
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LECC Board of Directors 
 Officers                                                                      

President            Herb Nelson                                                             
Vice President    Lynn Hansch                                
Secretary            Nancy Fischer                        
Treasurer            Wayne Henquinet   
  

Directors 
 Don Rother          David Christensen      
 Ron Czerepak      Tom Schneck
Mike Chapman

Committee Chairs 
Invasive Species    Herb Nelson
Fisheries    Mike Chapman
Planning and Zoning  Open seat
Water Quality &Quantity
Don Rother and Mike Chapman

Outlet  Lynn Hansch, David 
Christensen 

Webmaster  Liz Hintze 

Newsletter Editor     Ron Czerepak

           r    i   t   l   a   u   v 

Word Scramble 
Rearrange the letters to spell something pertaining to Lake Edward found in this newsletter

President’s Report Fall 2020
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Did You Know 
2020 is the warmest summer on record in the Brainerd Lakes area since 

records have been kept.   

Some of you ask why the lake is so low.  After reviewing 
water records such as precipitation and the lake level 
chart back to 1930, it is clear that Lake Edward has 
returned to the long-term average lake elevation.  
Excess precipitation in the past 8 years caused the lake 
to rise above average.  We got used to high water, but 
now we’re back to normal which just seems low.  If you 
had trouble getting boats off lifts this year, be aware 
that in 2006-2010, the lake was about a foot lower than 
now. In 2006, docks were out much farther than the 
past 8 years.  Let’s realize Lake Edward goes up and 
down naturally at least a couple feet. There is no 
mysterious control on Ditch 13.  Don’t ask us to change 
the lake level because only nature can do that.  Lake 
levels are a balancing act of water naturally coming in 
and leaving  the lake. 

If you want more details on what does and doesn’t drive 
lake levels, just send your email address to me at 
herbnelson@brainerd.net . I’ll respond with an email 
that went out to 220 folks a couple weeks ago.  I got 
many responses supporting the information. If you 
didn’t get that email, we don’t have your current email 
address.  
Thanks, Herb Nelson, LECC Board Member
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Kid’s At Home 
Activity 

Calling all kids.  The Science Museum of 
Minnesota and the Star and Tribune 
teamed up one Sunday to publish a kids 
science project to show the health of a 
lake.   

Directions 

1. Create a secchi disk to monitor 
Lake Edward.  You can print the 
disk and find directions on how to 
assemble it at smm.org/secchi-
disk 

2. The best time to monitor Lake 
Edward is midday and when the 
water is calm 

3. Lower the disk into the water 
until it disappears - then slowly 
raise it until you can clearly see it. 
By measuring how deep the disk 
is submerged in the lake when it 
reappears, you’ll measure the 
clarity of the water 

4. What did you find out about Lake 
Edward?  Tag the Science 
Museum of Minnesota and use the 
hashtag #SharYourDiscovery on 
social media to add your insights!
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Don Rother has been monitoring the clarity of the lake and lake levels for at least 10 
years.  His observations: the lake became clearer once zebra mussels infected the 
lake but up until that event the lake readings were very steady.  Lake Edward has 
always been a clear lake.  Don is mentoring Mike Chapman on how to record the data 
and send it on to the DNR.  In the not too distant future Mike will take over for Don.  
Thanks Don for your many years of service to the lake and thanks Mike for stepping 
up to take over.  

http://smm.org/secchi-disk
http://smm.org/secchi-disk
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Land of 10,000 Lakes
We all know Minnesota is 
the land of 10,000 lakes.  
Edward was formed 
when the glaciers 
receded and left a big 
hole filled with water.  

This type of lake is called a kettle 
lake.  Where does Lake Edward rank 
in size with the other Minnesota 
lakes?  Edward comes in at 92 if we 
just include inland waters.  Lower 
Red is the biggest and Kabe Pond in 
Stearns County is the smallest.  Crow 
Wing County has a little over 400 
lakes while Otter Tail county has the 
most at 1,048.  In Crow Wing County 
Pelican is the largest at 8,253 acres 
and Baxter City Hall Pond is the 
smallest at 4 acres. Four counties 
have no lakes at all, Mower, 
Olmstead, Pipestone, and Rock.  In 
terms of names there are 115 lakes 
with the name “Long”, 92 with the 
word “Mud” and in third place are 
lakes with the word “Rice”.  The 
deepest lake?  Lake Saganaga at 240 
feet in Cook County.  Whitefish at 138 
is the deepest in Crow Wing.  

VS

It’s totally unscientific and absolutely 
unofficial but by my observation this 
summer I have seen way more eagles 
than cormorants around and on the 
lake.  One eagle decided to take a 
breather in my yard one day. A 
magnificent sight as it took off and 
spread its huge wingspan.  The results 
of the cormorant reduction plan the 
last two years seem to be paying off. It 
seems unlikely any cormorant control 
will take place next year if numbers 
remain low. Now, if someone could 
come up with a zebra mussel 
reduction plan that works as well, 
we’d be in business.

Fast Fact 
Only 2 % of the earth’s surface is 

covered by freshwater.  Lake Superior is 
the largest of any freshwater lake.  



“Like Weeds? Fishing Edward means 
gettin’ in the thick stuff.” That was the title 
of an article in Outdoor News, a weekly 
publication, that highlights anything 
outdoors.  One article each week called 
Lake Profile features a Minnesota lake.  
Many of you that subscribe to this 
publication probably noticed Lake Edward 
was the feature lake in the May 29th issue.  
For those of you that haven’t seen the 
article, here are a few comments from the 
article.  Feel free to question the accuracy 
of the comments.  
*This 2,574-acre lake doesn’t get fished 
that hard. 
*It’s a hard lake to fish because of the 
weeds. 
*Edward has no shortage of walleyes. 
*The lake holds good numbers of bass. 
*Northern pike are abundant but most are 
small. 
*The current status of the panfish 
population is one of good numbers with 
some quality fish mixed in.

Featured Lake

For the safety of loons, according 
to the latest research, boats 
should stay 200 feet away from 
loons on the lake.   

Among other 
duties, Don 
Rother is the 
official Lake 

Edward loon counter.  This year 
he counted three nesting pair of 
loons on the lake.   Only one pair 
successfully raised a family.  
Usually one to four chicks 
survive the hazards of the 
summer.  This year two made it.  

200 feet

20
0 

fe
et

Safe Zone

What’s in a Name *
The naming of lakes in this region 
often was traced to families that 
settled in this area.  For example, 
Mollie Lake was named after the wife 
of an early pioneer and Hubert was 
the first name of Hubert Beldon, who 

conducted the first survey of the area in 1858.  The 
naming of other lakes in this region remain a mystery.  
Lake Edward falls into the later group.  Lake Edward 
first appeared on a survey map in 1857 produced by a 

team lead by Hubert Belden.  The lake was poorly 
outlined on Belden’s map and nameless.   A second 
survey team led by a fellow named Darling in 1858 
names the body of water as Edward.  But according 
to Carl A. Zappe, author of Oldtimers II .....  Stories 
of our Pioneers “We do not know whom the 
“Edward” refers.”  

* A reprint from a previous newsletter for those 
of you new to the lake.  

EDWARD



Survey 2020
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As you probably know Lake Edward is 
on a survey rotation every six years.  
DNR crews in July set gill and trap 
nets to gather fish data.  The nets 
were placed in the same locations 
they were for previous surveys.  They 
were set in place early on a Monday 
and left for 24 hours.  Nets were 
moved Tuesday morning and left until 
Wednesday morning when they were 
moved again and left in place until 
removed on Thursday.  For the data to 
be relevant, the nets need to be placed 
in the same locations each time a 
survey is organized. Fifteen total nets 
were set over the course of the week.  
If you are worried about getting your 
motor tangled in the nets, don’t worry 
just stay away from the buoys.  The 
nets are set six feet from the bottom. 
No props will get tangled, but crank 
baits often do.  If you are a math 
person the DNR counts the number of 
fish caught per set and divides by 
fifteen to come up with a combined 
average.  The combined average 
allows the DNR to compare lakes of 
similar size.   
Now for Lake Edward, preliminary 
results don’t indicate any numbers 
out of the ordinary, pretty consistent 
with the last few surveys.   
Some of you have indicated you have 
noticed a larger number and size of 

perch this summer and were wondering 
if it had anything to do with the new 
northern pike limits.  According to Mike 
Knapp, of the DNR, the perch numbers 
are up and there is usually an inverse 
relationship between northern pike and 
perch but, and he emphasized but, it is 
too early to tell if the pike regulations 
are the result.  



The inspectors assigned by the 
county to monitor boat ramps for 
invasive species rotate throughout 
the summer.  One weekend in mid 
August, Inspector Mike was on watch 
at the Lake Edward landing.  It was a 
pretty slow day 
so Mike had a 
chance to chat.            
Mike lives in 
Pequot Lakes and 
on this sunny 
Friday in August 
was assigned to 
Lake Edward.  
When asked what 
was the best of all 
the lakes he 
worked, his comment was, “They are 
all good lakes in Crow Wing County!”  
He hadn’t found very many boaters 
unaware of the rules and very few 
that have had any invasive species.  
The zebra mussels he has 
encountered appear to have been on 
the boat for a very long time and pose 
no threat to a lake.  A boat or piece of 
equipment out of the water for twenty 
one days is not considered a threat to 
a lake.   

Ramp Inspector 
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New Sunfish Limits 

If you haven’t heard, the 
DNR has proposed new 
sunfish limits on specific 
lakes to increase the size 
of sunfish.  Mike Knapp, 

from the fisheries department at the 
Brainerd DNR location, assured me any 
new regulations the DNR proposes will 
only work if the public is on board.  He said 
if the new regulations are jammed down 
anyone’s throat, they probably won’t work.  
To that end, the DNR is currently taking 
input from anyone with thoughts, one way 
or another, on reducing limits on sunfish.  
The suggestion is the number of fish 
allowed to keep, would be around five for 
Lake Edward. Many of the DNR folks are 
working from home so if you have a 
comment email Mike Knapp at 
michael.knapp@state.mn.us.  Comments 
sent to Herb Nelson have already been 
forwarded to Mike.  Comments will be 
tallied and then a decision will be made.   
Another option is to attend a town hall 
meeting at sites around the state.  The 
meeting regarding Lake Edward will take 
place on October 13, the information about 
the meeting is listed below.   The target 
date for moving on this issue is March 1st 
of 2021.  Lake Edward is one of the many 
lakes under consideration for a reduced 
limit.  Like things the way they are?  
Prefer to catch larger sunfish?  Let Mike 
know.  Another option is to email the 
Brainerd Fisheries Department 
brainerd.fisheries@state.mn.us 
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Stephanie’s Scrumptious 
Shore Snack 

Looking for a simple snack to take on 
the boat or when lounging on the 
beach?  Steph’s Horseradish Pickles 
will do the trick.  
Don’t let the 
horseradish 
scare you off.  
This snack is a 
winner.  She 
offered me a 
sample while 
boating by her 
dock one day.  
Steph was willing to share the recipe.  
Kids like them as much as adults.   

Ingredients: 
Any brand jar of pickle spears.   
2/3 cup of vinegar 
1/4 cup water 
1 1/2 cups sugar 
4 ounces horseradish  

Directions: 
Boil vinegar, sugar, water, and 
horseradish.  Allow to cool completely.  
Drain juice from a jar of pickle spears 
and pour in the cooled horseradish 
juice.  Allow 24 hours to marinate.  
Enjoy.   

Thanks for sharing, Steph!

Curly Leaf Pond Weed 
Update 

We have funds set aside to combat the 
Curly Leaf Pond Weed threat to our 
lake.  The DNR awarded us grant 
money to help defray the cost of 
treatment.  In the last few years the 
weather conditions prevented the 
application being applied.    Each year, 
Tim Plude, the MN DNR AIS 
coordinator for Brainerd, helps 
determine whether conditions are 
suitable to treat the lake.  We contract 
with Ron Dury to apply the chemical 
treatment once Tim gives the go 
ahead.  Ron also does mapping of the 
lake bottom to see if or how much the 
weed is advancing.  The mapping will 
occur even if treatment isn’t applied 
this year.  This year 2020 is much like 
the past few and conditions were not  
suitable for treatment.  Will 2021 be 
like the past three years, or is the drop 
in lake levels to normal and indicator 
that climatic conditions might become 
more favorable for curry leaf growth?  
I circumstances dictate an ideal year 
for curly leaf pondweed, the lake 
association , Ron Dury and the DNR 
are ready to work together for the 
necessary treatment.  



The June on line 
meeting was a success.  
If you were not able to 
access the meeting we 
were able to cover all items on the agenda.  
*Jeff Forester from MN Lakes and Rivers 
hosted the meeting.  Jeff updated us on 
legislative items that impact lakes.  These 
included wake board boats, state funding 
for lake associations, and infiltration rates 
on lakes. 
*Jory Danielson, Crow Wing County 
Highway Supervisor summarized how the 
county has reduced salt usage reducing the 
amount of chloride that enters lakes. 
*Just a reminder the LECC is offering $50 
rebates for anyone on the lake that 
upgrades to a new on-demand water 
softener.   
*Don Rother reported the lake is down due 
to the lack of rain.  Don is passing the 
baton to Mike Chapman.  Mike has been 
shadowing Don and will be taking over for 
Don at the end of 2020. 
*It is less expensive for the LECC to 
electronically e-mail the newsletter than to 
send it through the postal service.  So, 
anyone with an e-mail address please 
concact Lori Nelson to update our records.  
lorinelson@brainerd.net

June 13 Annual Meeting Online
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Where Did All The Fish 
Eggs Go?

If you replace the word flowers for fish eggs 
the title of this article sounds almost like a 
Peter, Paul and Mary song from the 60’s.  
This is the first year since 1920 not a 
single walleye egg was harvested by the 
DNR for stocking.  A million of the walleye 
eggs that hatch each year are stocked in 
Lake Edward.  The fry stocked in Lake 
Edward comes from the Pine River which 
flows into the Whitefish chain.  All those 
millions and millions and millions of eggs 
that didn’t get harvested for stocking 
purposes ended up in the Whitefish chain.  
One might make the argument that walleye 
fishing on the Whitefish chain should be 
fabulous in a couple of years if all those 
millions and millions and millions of eggs 
survived.  The DNR was scheduled to do 
some electro fishing on Whitefish in the fall 
and that may provide some data on how 
great the fishing might be in a couple of 
years.  Biologists will be analyzing data to 
determine the impact of not releasing fry 
this year. 
Some lake associations, because fry 
couldn’t be stocked, go to the private 
sector to buy fingerlings.  This is always an 
expensive option and more so this year 
with a limited supply and high demand.  
Organizations wanting to buy fingerlings 
are competing against each other, driving 
up the price.   



Stephanie, how many years have you 
owned property on the lake? 
We scouted the area and checked out a 
number of lakes.  Our son Charlie was 
two and our daughter Julia a pre teen 
when we were looking for property.  
Once we saw the sandy beach and clear 
shallow water we knew this was meant 
to be. That was four years ago. It is a 
very kid friendly beach. 
Where do you call home when you are 
not at the lake? 
That’s what make this spot so special.  
My husband Dan and I both work but 
we live in Little Falls and so it doesn’t 
take too long to get here on a Friday 
night for the weekend.  Since we both 
work, our extended time at the lake is 
over the fourth of July.  We block out 
that week to be here. It gives me plenty 
of time to decorate our pontoon for the 
parade on the fourth.  
Are you originally from this area? 
Yes, Dan’s family and my family are 
from Little Falls.   
Since Little Falls is not very far, how 
often to you get to your cabin? 
We are here every weekend in the 
summer and about once a month in the 
winter.  We love it here. 
How about meeting folks on the lake.  
Have you met many people ? 
As a matter of fact we are on a road 
that lots of people use to take a walk 

Dock Talk 
Dock Talk is an impromptu stop and chat with folks when motoring around the lake and visiting 

with someone sitting on their dock.

and more often than not, if someone is 
walking by they stop and chat.  We’ve 
met folks at the landing. Dan has 
connected with folks when out fishing.  
We met the neighbors while on the 
beach.  Charlie now is five and kids are 
like magnets making friends which 
leads to the parents eventually 
connecting.   
Kids plus water equals fun.  What 
does Charlie like to do at the lake? 
Charlie has some friends down the 
beach and plays with them a lot.  He 
likes anything to do with water; tubing, 
swimming, fishing, jumping off the boat, 
and exploring. 
What about Julia, what are her 
favorite lake activities? 
Julia is sixteen and likes pontoon rides 
after dark and laying out in the sun. 
How about you and Dan what 
activities do you like to do when at 
the lake? 
Dan likes to get up early and fish when 
there is nobody on the lake.  I like my 
sunset cruises.  
You like to cook, what are some of 
your cabin favorites besides 
horseradish pickles?  
We will often do a fish fry on the 
weekend and our go-to favorite is a 
Mexican meal that we can set out and 
invite neighbors over to enjoy.   

Stephanie, Dan, Julia, and Charlie have a place on the south side of the lake.
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July 4th Lake Edward 
Boat Parade 2020

For the first time in three years the weather was ideal for the parade on the 
fourth.  Some military jets flew over during the parade to make the event even 
more patriotic.  Rough estimates indicate about 50 vessels took part in the 
occasion.  Some boats were decorated festively for the celebration.  As usual 
fireworks around the lake filled the air later that evening.  Thanks to all who took 
part.  Hope to see you in 2021.



This time of year one often hears the term, “Frost on the pumpkin.” That 
means winter is not far behind and with winter comes winter recreation.  In 
this part of the state that often means something to do with lakes.  Either 
ice fishing, snowmobiling, hiking, or exploring.  The DNR web site reminds 
everyone ice is never considered safe, but can be enjoyed with caution.

Guidelines for new, clear ice only: 

Under 4” - STAY OFF 
4” - Ice fishing or other activities on foot  
5” - 7” - Snowmobile or ATV 
8” - 12” - Car or small pickup 
12” - 15” - Medium truck

Double the above thickness guidelines when traveling on white ice 

White ice or “snow ice” is only about half as strong as new clear ice. 
Double the above thickness guidelines when traveling on white ice.  Many factors 
other than thickness can cause ice to be unsafe.  



1. What was the weather like on Lake 
Edward this summer? 

a) Coolest on record 
b) Wettest on record 
c) Hottest on record 

2. Why didn’t the LECC treat the lake for 
Curly Leaf Pond Weed this year? 
a) No permit 
b) Funds depleted 
c) Waiting for correct conditions 

3. How often does the DNR survey Lake 
Edward? 
a) When funds are available 
b) Every six years 
c) When conditions are suitable  

4. Where did the fry end up that are 
usually stocked in Lake Edward? 
a) Whitefish chain 
b) Mississippi River 
c) In DNR holding ponds 

5. What depth are DNR nets placed in 
lakes? 
a) At the service 
b) Six feet from the bottom 
c) It varies 

6 Who attended the LECC virtual meeting 
in person? 
a) A hand full of folks 
b) Zero people  
c) Only board members

7. When is lake ice safe? 
a) 8”  
b) When you can walk on it  
c) Never 

8. How far should water craft stay 
away from loons? 
a) 200 yards 
b) As wide a berth as possible 
c) 200 feet 

9  Why does it seem there are more 
perch in the lake this year? 
a) Less northerns to eat them 
b) Lots of walleye fry to eat 
c) Not enough data to know for sure 

10 What issue are the legislators in St. 
Paul holding hearings on? 
a) Wake boats 
b) Pontoons  
c)  PWC 

11 When is the town hall meeting to 
discuss sunfish limits on Lake 
Edward? 
a) The second Monday of December 
b) October 13th at 6:00 
c) New Years Day 

12  Which invasive species can we 
treat in lake Edward? 
a) Zebra mussels  
b) Curly Leaf Pond Weed 
c) Spiny Waterflea

Test your knowledge.

13



Lake Edward Conservation Club
P.O. Box 134
Merrifield MN 56465-0134

1. c   
2. b 
3. a 
4. b 
5. b 
6. b 
7. c 
8. a 
9. c 
10. a 
11. b 
12. b
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Answers to 
the Test 

Your 
Knowledge 

Quiz. 

If you are receiving this newsletter by mail and have 
an email address consider sending your email 
address to Lori at lorinelson@brainerd.net.  You will 
receive the newsletter days ahead of the mail copy, 
it often has more pages and it will save the LECC 
money in postage.  Thanks.   

The mail copy is limited to one ounce, one stamp, the 
electronic copy has no page limits.   

The LECC never sells or distributes email addresses 
without first getting your permission.    
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